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What we will cover…



Portfolio Careers

workers now experience an average of 6 different job 
roles in their working lives, requiring resilience, 

adaptability and change management

The UK has moved far from the ‘job-for-life’ attitude 



Example pathway – Mr. Stephen

Sixth Form 
A Levels
Music, History, 
Maths, General 
Studies

University of Durham
BA (HONS) MusicHM Royal Marines

Direct Graduate 
Officer Entry

M&S
Store Manager

Waitrose
Store Manager

West Yorkshire 
Police
Inspector

Red Kite Learning Trust
Business and Operations 
ManagerYorkshire Causeway 

Schools Trust
Trust Estates 
Manager

ASDA
Store Manager



Post-18
Options

Careers Department Support

Higher Education

Further Education

Post-18 Apprenticeship

Employment

Gap Year





Apprenticeships

• Traditional Trades

• Construction – electrical engineering, plumbing, joinery, bricklaying

• Hairdressing

• Childcare …etc…

• Professional Roles

• Quantity Surveying

• 3D Design

• Accountancy

• Law

• Civil Engineering

• Architecture 

• Marketing

• I.T.



Apprenticeships Overview…



Apprenticeships…

• Typically, apprentices are employed full-time and attend 
college/university on day release/block placement

• Educationally, not a ‘second best’ -  standard of examination and 
qualification achieved are the same as full time HE sudy

• Apprentice reinforce their learning daily through paid 
employment

• Everyday access to work colleagues who are all ‘industry experts’

• Not a ‘soft option’ - requires resilience, self-motivation and 
excellent time management skills



Apprenticeships…



Degree Apprenticeship Examples…

Civil Engineering Degree Apprenticeship

 - ICE accredited Design Engineering or Site Management 
pathways

Social Work Degree Apprenticeship

 - working for a local authority/children’s social care 
department

Computer Science with Digital Technology 
Partnership Degree Apprenticeship

 - working in partnership with PriceWaterhouseCoopers



Recent appointments…



Application Process…

Careers Meeting
Research, website 
registrations and 

employment events

Extra-curricular 
activities

CV and application 
letter preparation

Autumn Year 13

Initial vacancies 
advertised 

January Onwards

Bulk of vacancies 
are released

Applications Interview Support



An Introduction to Higher Education

FRED BINLEY

HEAD OF UK STUDENT RECRUITMENT 

RECRUITMENT & ADMISSIONS, LANCASTER UNIVERSITY



1. Experience
It’s all about finding the right one



End of term quiz!

Can you rank, in descending order,  

the following universities as listed in 

the 2025 Complete University Guide? 

Exeter  …?

Bath  …?

Liverpool …?

Lancaster …?

Manchester …?

Newcastle …?

Cambridge …?
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2. Questions
Here’s some things to think about



Home or away…?



Home or away…?

“Students who stay at home choose from 

a limited selection….Better to select the course 

that best suits their interests, not the best locally available”

“Students who study away from home have better job prospects…

graduates who attend a local university are less likely to move and find work”

“Graduates who migrate earn more than those employed in their home region” 



What should I study to get a good job?

Which of these subjects do you think had the highest percentage of 
students going on to highly skilled work 15 months after their course?

Psychology

Biology

Geography

English 
Literature
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What should I study to get a good job?

television, arts admin, web page design, tourism

                       forensic science, management, IT, sales

              environmental consultancy, finance, marketing

                     journalism, banking, accountancy, law, sales

             law, finance, IT, management, computing 

        accountancy, banking, the media, industry, sales 

                      law, tourism, civil service, diplomatic service  

  personnel, marketing, public relations

         law, finance, local government

Art: 

Biochemistry:

Biology:

Geography:

History:

Law:

Languages:

Media Studies:

Philosophy:



Graduate employers

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TaTTiRi2gLcHLM&tbnid=TMSqgJ18Jy1dFM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.underconsideration.com/brandnew/archives/new_logo_and_name_for_ernst_young.php&ei=nY9SUrHkF6uY0AWF1IHIAQ&psig=AFQjCNElvYZ_RkTJsqsvVZ8Vnbbho3QwyQ&ust=1381228829432850


3. Make an educated choice
Finding the right university and course for you



≈35,000 Courses

≈350 Higher Education 
Institutions

Source: UCAS

How Many Higher Education 
Institutions?

How Many Courses?



Danger 
Management

Baking & 
Pastry 

Technology

Pest Control

Viking & Old 
Norse Studies

Poultry 
Production

Brewing & 
Distilling

Harry Potter 
Studies Ethical Hacking

Real Degree or Fake Degree?

Fake

Fake

Fake
Real! 

University College 
London

Real! 
London Southbank 

University

Real! 
Heriot-Watt University

Real! 
Abertay University

Fake



Choosing the right university is tough!

find the right university…

    

…offering you the right course

The UK is one of the best places to study in 
the world!

It’s about doing the research to….



It’s a global question



Not all universities are the same



The Russell Group

‘So should I just apply to Russell Group 
Universities?”



University Challenge

Which of the following Universities are not in the Russell Group?

  Birmingham  Liverpool

  Bath   Lancaster

  Bristol   Royal Holloway     
Coventry  Oxford

  Durham  Queen Mary

  Exeter   Southampton 

  Glasgow  St Andrew’s

  Goldsmith’s  Sussex 

  Imperial  Warwick

  Leicester  York   
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Research intensive vs regional/vocational

Type 1: Research intensive universities 

Academic and research focus , ‘traditional’ subjects, 21st century 
research, 

solving world problems, Russell Group and others

Type 2: Regional/vocationally focused universities 

Vocationally focused, greater emphasis on teaching skills and sector 
focused, 

Millennium Plus group and others



Research Intensive University

National 
reputation

International 
reputation

Highly 
competitive

High grades

City 
based

Campus 
based

Research  
universities



What size of university?

Small City/ Campus based – (10–20,000 students) 

Lancaster, York, Durham, Oxford, Warwick...

City/campus-based – (20–40,000 students) 

Manchester, Bristol, Newcastle, Leeds,...



Regional/Vocational University

Often  
vocational

Accessible

Great links with 
employers

Teaching based

City or campus 
based

Specialist 
courses

Regional  
universities



4. Other ‘stuff’
A few other things to think about



Record demand for university places

Clare Marchant UCAS CEO:

‘The number of university applicants 

is expected to rise from around 

700,000 a year to more than a million 

in the next four years..

"Demand from 18-year-olds is rising, there's a 

demographic increase and international

attractiveness."





Play Your University Cards Right!

Oxford
Cambridge
Lancaster
Southampton
York
Edinburgh
King’s College
Warwick
Durham
Liverpool

24,230        3,260 
21,940        3,565  
21,325        3,995  
45,280        5,235  
30,240        5,185  
71,135        6,940  
69,300        6,810  
47,130        5,825  
34,150        4,655 
43,975        6,515 

  Applications 2023                          Accepted applicants 2023  

   

 



Entry requirements

▪ Does the university accept the 
UCAS tariff? What 
qualifications do they accept?

▪ Does the course require an 
interview?

▪ Are specific qualifications 
needed?

▪ Does the university accept 
resits? 



Will you be qualified?

Section 1

Personal details

Chosen courses

Section 2

Your qualifications

Grades obtained

Predicted grades

Section 3

Personal Statement

Section 4

Reference



Types of courses

Traditional
Courses 

▪ English
▪ Mathematics
▪ Sciences, 
▪ Geography
▪ Art

Courses Often Not Available at 
Sixth Form or College

▪ Accounting
▪ Medicine
▪ Linguistics
▪ Zoology



▪Does the university offer a study 
abroad pathway for your subject?

▪ If not, what other options do they 
offer? (e.g. semester, week, field 
trip?)

▪Note: May have higher entry 
requirements than standard course

Studying abroad



Placement/Year in Industry

▪Can you take part in a placement year?

▪What support is available when finding 
placements and whilst you’re there?

▪What other careers support is available?



University facilities

▪Study Spaces
▪Library
▪Group Spaces

▪Sports Facilities

▪Amenities
▪Shops
▪Restaurants
▪Post Office

▪Nightlife



Clubs and societies

▪ There are over 175 
societies at Lancaster

▪ Over 80 sports teams

▪ Cultural Linguistic & 
Religious based

▪ Social Political & 
Charitable Causes

▪ TV, Radio Station, 
Cinema



Lancaster’s Scholarships – 2024 Entry
Lancaster 
Scholarship

£2,000 
for the first year of study only

For UK Applicants
paying home fees who firmly 
accept their offer

AAA+ (or equivalent)
Plus at least 5 GCSEs grade 
A/7 or above

All full-time UG degrees
For October 2024 entry

Lancaster Opportunity
Scholarship

£1,000 
per year of study

For UK Applicants
from either a low participation 
neighbourhood and/or are care 
experienced

In receipt of a contextually 
lower offer to study at Lancaster
For October 2024 entry

All UG degrees
Except MBChB Medicine & 
Surgery

Lancaster Global 
Scholarship

£5,000 
for the first year of entry 
(undergraduate only)

For International Applicants 
Liable for international 
tuition fees

A*A*A (or equivalent)
Plus at least 5 GCSEs grade 
A/7 or above

All full-time UG degrees
For October 2024 entry

Please see our website for more information on all scholarships and bursaries



5. Research 
Give yourself time to do the research



Research



Undergraduate 
Open Days

▪ Saturday 29th June
▪ Saturday 13th July
▪ Saturday 14th September
▪ Saturday 12th October



Thanks for 
Listening

Undergraduate 
Prospectus

Chat to our 
Students

Open Days & 
Campus Tours 

Undergraduate 
Courses

schools@lancaster.ac.uk 



June Summer Sept Oct Nov
Dec 

onwards

Post-18 Planning Timeline

Law

Jan Feb
May-
June

July Aug
Sept-
Oct

UCAS Apply 

18th Post 18 Planning 
Morning:

personal statements,
for uni, employment 
and apprenticeships

Undertake 
research and

work on 
applications

20th 
deadline for UCAS 

Conservatoire 
Music courses

25th

deadline for Oxbridge, 
Medics, Dentists & 

Vets

16th 
deadline for all 

other UCAS 
courses

22nd 
deadline for Art & 
Design Foundation 

Diploma

Decisions, 
offers, 

interviews

28th  
UCAS Extra 

opens
Student Finance 

opens

deadline to 
submit firm and 

insurance 
choices

4th UCAS Extra 
closes

5th 
Clearing opens

Results Day Start work, college or 
uni course

Year 14 UCAS 
applications

Apprenticeships 
advertised



‘Super Curricular’ Activities



‘Super Curricular’ Activities



Further Ideas



Further Ideas



UCAS Timeline



UCAS Timeline

20th Sept: Music Conservatoires

25th Sept: Oxbridge, Medics, Vets, Dentists

16th Oct : All other UCAS

22nd Nov: Foundation Diploma in Art and Design



UCAS References



References



HE Application Process…

Register with UCAS 
Apply

Course Research

Prepare Personal 
statement

Book Careers Meeting

Complete online UCAS 
application form

Print hard copy of 
application form and 
complete Application 

Cover Sheet

Final check from 
Careers

Submit in Sixth Form 
Office by SCHOOL 

DEADLINE 

 pay for application

Allow up to 3 weeks for 
processing by Sixth 

Form Office

Wait to hear from 
choices



Decisions and Replies…

3 possible decisions:

Unconditional 
Conditional 

Unsuccessful

Reply to offers when 
all decisions have 

been received

Apply through UCAS 
Extra if not used all 

choices or not holding 
any offers

Results Day:

Check results in UCAS 
Hub

Met offer conditions?

The place is yours

Nearly met offer 
conditions? 

Check UCAS Hub

UCAS Clearing? Year 14 application?
Off to University or 

College!



In Summary

1 Research opportunities that suit you

2 Set yourself clear and realistic goals

3 Undertake supporting activities

4 Seek help as appropriate and meet deadlines



Careers Department

01423 815834

careersstaff@staidans.co.uk

Open 8.30am-4.30pm Monday-Friday

Parents/carers are welcome to attend
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